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MANY years ago, I attended a child for what I believed
to be pneumonia after measles; but I found bronchitis,
with collapse of a poition of lung, on a post mortem ex-
amination. I used antiphlogistics in that case. Under
a diflerent kind of treatment, cases that have presented
grave symptoms have recovered.
The remedies that I employ are the liquor ammoniat

acetatis internally, and spirits of turpentine externallv.
I give the liquor ammonite acetatis every houir in doses
of two drachms, in an equal qjuantity of water. The
sp)irits of turpentine I order to be nmixed with equal
quantities of hot water, and to be rubbed over the enitire
trunlk every four hours. Amelioration of the symptoms
takes place within twenty-four hours, anid the child is
out of danger in the course of a few days. It is useful
to give tartar emetic in small doses after the child has
beeu under tle, foregoing treatment for three or four
days, but not sooner.

I have lately saved, by the treatment that I have re.
lated, two children, wvho would most surely lhave died
under mry usual antiphlogistic treatment.

tebims ait 4 ittits.
ON THE ARCUS SENILIS, ORP FAT1Y DEGENERATION

OF THE CORNEA. By EDWIN CAZ?TON, F.R.C.S.,
President of the Medical Society of London, etc.
Pp. 228. London: 1863.

MR. CANTON is well known to have paid considerable
attention to the remarkable appearance known as
the arcus senilis ; and he has now collected into a
volume the various papers on the subject which he
had previously placed before the profession in the
pages of the Lancet.

The book is divided into eight chapters.
In the first chapter, Mr. Canton gives a General

and iMlicroscopical Account of the Arcus Senilis. He
refers to the notices of this appearance which occur
in various authors-it having been described as far
back as the beginning of the eighteenth century
and describes the mode of its formation. MIicro-
scopical examiiination shows, as has now for some
years been recognised principally in consequence of
Mr. Canton's statements, that the arcus consists in
a fatty degencration of the cornea ; and still more,
that it is associated often with degenerative changes
in the heart and arteries. The arcus senilis would
appear to be confined to man; at least, Mr. Canton
has not been able to find any proof of its occurrence
in horses or birds, although some observers have
described its occurrence in these animals. Nor is it
congenital, although certain authors have described
arcus in newly-born infants. What has been described
as arcus in these cases is, according to Mlr. Canton
the reinains of the intrauterine opaque covering of
the cornea.

In the second chapter, the author treats of the
IIereditary Occurrence of the Arcus. That it is

hereditary in some cases, appears proven; but, as has
been already said, it does not appear to be con-
genital. The author relates the case of a lad
aged 16, under his care at the Westminster Oph-
thalmic HIospital, in whom the corneal arcus was
strongly developed in both eyes. The lad's father,
aged 56; his mother, aged 53; and two brothers,
aged 20 and 12, all had arcus in both eyes; while
in a sister aged 6, it was absent. In another in-
stance, a gentleman who had had the arcus or
annulus in both eyes from the age of 22, informed
Mr. Canton that his father and grandfather had
both presented it at as an early an age as him-
self. The early occurrence of the arcus is spoken
of also as having been observed by several authors.

In the third chapter, the author speaks of the For-
mation of an Arcus or a Circulus, the Result of Dis-
ease or Injury of the Eye. Some cases of corneal
degeneration arising from inflammation of the eye
are referred to. The chief peculiarity in these in-
stances is, that in general the arcus is not developed
in both eyes, as in cases where it is the result of a
constitutional or hereditary predisposition.

In the fourth chapter, Mr. Canton notices the oc-
casional Non-occurrence of the Arcus in Old Age.
After some general and interesting remarks on
longevity, Mr. Canton notices " cases which present
us with instances of those who have lived more than
a hundred years without the establishmnent of the
arcus"; while, on the other hand, there are instances
" where it has shown itself as a complete circle on
the eyes of those who have not attained to the
moiety of that age."
" In the latter case, likewise, I have proved by dissec-

tion that the same form of change- vhen it has invaded
tle eye to the extent I have now mentionedb-has also
involved important internal organs. Beyond this, it will
be shewn, in one example of a centenarian, that, with
the absence of the sign without, the changes within were
wanting; whereas we well know that, under the ordinary
circumstances of age, a definite set of senile metanior-
phoses may be almlost confiderntly looked for on post
niortem examiination."
Among several instances of the absence of the

arcus in old age, MIr. Canton refers to some of the
oldest inmates of Chelsea Hospital, whose eyes he
had the opportunity of examining a few years ago.
lie found the arcus entirelv absent in fifteen in-
stances, where the ages varied from 68 to 96 inclu-
sive. In one man, who had reached his hundred and
fifth year, a very slight circle only was presented in
each cornea.

In the fifth chapter, there is an Account of Fatty
and Calcareous Degeneration of the Costal and
Laryngeal Cartilages associated with the Arcus. The
ossification of the cartilages, commonly regarded as
a phenomenon of old age, is believed by Mr. Canton
to be less a consequence of senile than of pathologi-
cal changes. For his arguments on this point, how-
ever, we miust refer our readers to the bool.

In the sixtth and seventh chapters, we have re-
marks on the Formatioln of the Arcus in the Intem-
perate and in those of Gouty Habit.
The last chapter consists of General and Addi-

tional Observations on the Arcus; and its Disappear-ance under Constitutional Treatment. As to the
real value of the arcus as a pathological sigin, Mr.
Canton coincides with MIr. Paget, whose remarks hequotes.
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